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A COMPLETE PHONICS RESOURCE
TO SUPPORT CHILDREN

Little Wandle SEND programme

Teach reading: 
change lives
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Children (with SEND) have to navigate the 
same written language, unlock the same 

alphabetic code, learn the same skills, and 
learn and remember the same body of 

knowledge as their peers. It is a critical skill in 
helping them prepare for adulthood.

DfE (2021)

SEND Programme
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• Assessment tools
•Weekly grids
• ‘How to’ videos
• Teaching resources
• Training and CPD

SEND Programme
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Choosing the right programme

SEND Programme
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Choosing the right programme

SEND Keep-up Rapid Catch-up

SEND Programme
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Working out the right pathway

SEND Programme
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• Assess all children on entry to the SEND programme

• Except those starting at the beginning of Phase 2

• SEND programme website area

Working out the right SEND pathway

SEND Programme
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Choosing the right programme and pathway

Pathway 1
can access the main 

programme with 
adaptations

SEND Programme

Pathway 2
graduated approach + 

lessons with lower 
cognitive load

Pathway 3
graduated approach 

to teach all of aspects 
of the programme
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SEND Programme

Foundations for phonics
• Pre-Phase 2
• Phonological skills: 
• the ability to recognise and manipulate parts of 

spoken language
• are predictive of later reading skills

• Games and activities develop these skills

Pathway 3
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Progressions

SEND Programme
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Progressions

SEND Programme
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On-going assessment

SEND Programme
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Little Wandle SEND resources

SEND Programme
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How to use the 
resources

SEND Programme

Images for lessons and 
image bank

Pronunciation guides

Tricky word guides
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Grapheme Cards
• Large sensory grapheme cards
• SEND programme grapheme cards Phase 5

SEND Programme

Resources
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Blending word cards

Tricky word cards

Word cards

SEND Programme

Resources
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SEND grapheme mat

SEND Programme

Resources
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Resources

Phrases and sentences

SEND Programme

Match the words to the pictures
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Teaching Little Wandle SEND: 
Phonics lessons

SEND Programme
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• Teach GPCs before 
children encounter them 
in the words and activities 
in the SEND grids
• Use the Prompt cards and 

‘How to’ videos
• Blending is key

Phonics lessons: 
Teaching GPCs

SEND Programme
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Use of communication symbols

Positive, engaging, persistence

Same teaching steps

Teach GPC video

SEND Programme
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• Use of communication symbols

• Positive, engaging, persistence

• Same teaching steps

Reflect

• Adaptations you might make?

• How to ensure success?

SEND Programme

Discuss
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Teach Phase 2/3 
GPCs

Blending practice lessons
• Phase 2: 7 weeks
• Phase 3: 5 weeks 

Children need to learn how to 
blend before starting Phase 4

Teaching blending

SEND Programme

Teach 
blending
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Teacher-led blending video

Pace

Meeting the child where they are

Positive, engaging, persistence

Same teaching steps

SEND Programme

24



8/20/22

5

• Adaptations you might make?

• How to ensure success?

• Pace

• Meeting the child where they are

• Positive, engaging, persistence

• Same teaching steps

Reflect

• Adaptations you might make?

• How to ensure success?

Discuss

SEND Programme
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'Change it' with assistive technology videos

Use of assistive technology

Adapted pace: two words

Same teaching steps

SEND Programme

26

• Use of assistive technology

• Adapted pace: two words

• Same teaching steps

Reflect

• Adaptations you might make?

• How to ensure success?

SEND Programme

Discuss
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Teaching tricky words

SEND Programme

• Introduced in Phase 2

• Teach Phase 2 and 3 tricky words outside of the blending lessons

• Prompt cards

• Taught in the lessons or separately
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• Use the weekly grids flexibly
• Chunk up lessons, as needed

Resources
• Optional phrases and sentences
• Images for words
• Image bank

Using the weekly grids

SEND Programme
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Teaching Little Wandle SEND: 
Reading practice sessions 

SEND Programme

30



8/20/22

6

•Wordless books 

• Foundations for phonics

• Nursery and action rhymes

• Language development

Not blending – yet!

SEND Programme
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• Use the assessments and your 
professional judgement

Check the child can read:
• The GPCs in the book effortlessly
• The practice words at the front of 

the book fluently
• The tricky words

Match books to children’s secure phonic knowledge

SEND Programme
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Adapting the three reads

SEND Programme

The reading practice sessions 
have been designed to focus 
on three key reading skills: 

• Decoding

• Prosody

• Comprehension 
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Blending practice books

SEND Programme

• Focus on specific Phase 2 and 
Phase 3 GPCs

• Phase 2 blending practice books

• Phase 3 blending practice books

• Blending practice books for age 7+
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Which books?

SEND Programme

• Use the main decodable books, 
the blending practice books or 
the 7+ books
• Not all Phase 5 graphemes from 

the main programme are taught 
in the Phase 5 SEND weekly grids
•Matching grid for SEND
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The graduated approach

SEND Programme
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Assess, plan, do, review

SEND Programme
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Prompt cards and adaptations

SEND Programme
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Reflect

• Adaptations you might make?

• How to ensure success?

SEND Programme

Discuss
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Reducing cognitive load

SEND Programme

• The teaching environment

• The way information is presented

• Teacher-modelling and language

Adaptions for sensory input
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Thank you
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