
Knowledge Organiser: SPRING 1 Year 1 Art & Design: Works of Art

Vocabulary Meaning

pattern a repeated design

repeat do the same thing again

shapes a figure such as s square, triangle, circle 

motif A decorative image or design, especially a repeated one 

forming a pattern

order the arrangement of things according to a pattern

rules an instruction that is followed

geometric decorated with regular lines and shapes

primary colours that are used to make other colours

secondary colours that are made by mixing primary colours

complementary putting something together to make it look better

technique the way of doing something 

mix combine or put together to form one substance

brighter very clear or vivid in colour

opposite completely different

artist a person who creates artwork

3D solid shapes that have three dimensions – length, width, 

height

abstract does not represent images of our everyday world

Key knowledge – Complementary colours

Key knowledge – Artists

William Morris, Henri 

Matisse and Paul Klee are 

all famous artists who 

liked to use shape and 

colour in their art work.

Key knowledge – Primary and Secondary colours 

Primary colours are red, blue

and yellow. Primary colours 

cannot be 

mixed from 

other colours. 

They are the 

source of all 

other colours. 

Secondary colours are mixed 

from two primary colours. The  

secondary 

colours are 

orange, 

green and 

purple.  

Complementary colours 

are colours that go 

together well in a piece 

of art work.

The snail by Matisse

Acanthus 

by Morris 

Castle and sun by Klee
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