
Knowledge Organiser: SPRING 2 Year 2 Art & Design: Medieval Art

Vocabulary Meaning

vertical an upright line

horizontal a sideways line, at right angles to the vertical

diagonal a line that is straight and at an angle; slanting

decorative to make something look more attractive

manuscript a book, document, or piece of music written by hand rather 

than typed or printed

design a decorative pattern

materials things needed for an activity

detail the style of decorative features

metallic a paint, fabric, or colour with a metallic sheen

process a series of actions or steps taken

relief carving a type of wood carving in which figures are carved in a flat 

panel of wood

carve cut (a hard material) in order to produce an object, design or 

inscription 

polystyrene polystyrene is a plastic

project a thing that extends outwards from something else

depict represent by a drawing, painting or other art form

ink a coloured fluid or paste used for writing, drawing or printing

printing mark with a coloured design or pattern

pressure force put on an object

Key knowledge – Techniques

Key knowledge – Techniques

Key knowledge – Medieval relief carving

Calligraphy the 

art of producing 

beautiful writing

An illumination is an

embellishment or additional 

decoration that enhances the 

pages of a written, or 

manuscript page. Illumination 

means to fill with light.

A medieval relief 

carving is a type of 

sculpture where a 

picture is depicted on a 

piece of wood by using 

a tool to carve into it.
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