
Knowledge Organiser: SPRING 2 Year 1: Significant People (Explorers)

Vocabulary Meaning

voyage To take a long trip (usually by a boat).

navy The branch of a country’s armed forces that fights on, 

under, or over the sea. 

significant Likely to have influence or effect. 

scurvy A disease caused by a lack of Vitamin C. 

astronaut A person who travels into space. 

experiment A planned test used to discover something unknown.

mission A specific job. 

orb The curved path of an object or spacecraft round a 

star, planet or moon. 

frostbite An injury caused by freezing.

polar Relating to the north or south pole. 

crew The whole company belonging to a ship. 

shelter A place or a structure that gives protection against 

weather or danger. 

Armada A fleet of warships. 

fleet A group or warships with one commander. 

raid A surprise attack/sudden invasion. 

aviation The operation of aircraft. 

aircraft A vehicle for travelling through the air. 

Key knowledge – Who are the significant explorers? 

Helen Sharman Amy 

Johnson 

Ernest 

Shackleton

Sir 

Francis 

Drake 

Key knowledge – Who is Captain James Cook and what was he 

famous for? 

Captain James Cook lived in a 

time of great exploration and 

scientific discovery. He is known 

for his incredible voyages that 

took him through the Pacific 

Ocean. He was given a secret 

mission by King George to find 

the southern continent (Australia).

Key knowledge – What types of vehicles are used for expeditions? 
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