
TEACHING READING

What do teachers use to plan for guided reading?

• We use assessment to understand the gaps in knowledge/reading skills. The 

reading content domains for KS1 and 2 are used by test creators to devise the National 

Tests in Year 2 and Year 6. 

• To ensure we are planning for progression, we cross-reference our planning 

against the LAT Reading Pathway planning to ensure that content is taught in the 

relevant term – thus ensuring that sequencing is balanced and supporting pupils in the 

run up to assessments. **Children in Set 3 may not be working at the age-related term – 

this will be discussed with leaders at pupil progress meetings and a plan of  action agreed.

• Learning Intention (LIs) and Success Criteria (SCs) are built and planned around the 

content domains. These should be written into child-friendly language and shared with 

children so that they can articulate what they are learning.

• It is anticipated that teachers spend one week on developing the content domain. 

This will be converted into a suitable learning intention with success criteria that 

progresses throughout the week; as pupils’ develop their knowledge/understanding. 

**Some domains will not need 1 week coverage.

PEDAGOGY ○ ○ PRACTISE

What do pupils use in lessons to support their learning?

• The sentence-stem bookmark is designed to support children answering questions and to develop their 

‘reasoning and justification’ in reading. It is to be used with all text types. 

• Lessons will be planned using the MIRO software so that there is a familiar I DO/WE DO/YOU DO 

practise in every lesson. There are exemplar boards, built for each of the reading stem areas - with 

suggested links to the content domains. 

• Learning Intention (LIs) and Success Criteria (SCs) are provided for every lesson. Pupils should be able to 

talk about what they are learning and how they are practising the skill.

• A washing line, with modelled answers using the sentence stems should provide pupils with visual 

reference aid for the week of learning. This will enable pupils to retain and recall knowledge from previous 

lessons as well as acting as an aide-memoire for those in lower-ability groups.

• Technology should be used to enhance the learning offer. Examples include: ‘readtheory’ to accelerate 

pupils, online books etc.

How do pupils demonstrate independent 

practise of the skill taught?

• Over the course of the week pupils will practise the skill in 

and out of context. This means that you will introduce the 

reading domain/skill through the class reader (a familiar 

text) and then build towards application using a poem or 

non-fiction text.

• Each Friday, pupils will sit an ‘unseen text’ (a short text 

extract and questions) tp enable assessment of the content 

domain. This ensures that there is independent application of 

the skill.

Additional information for teachers:

• Set 3 teachers are reminded that reasonable adjustments – in assessment situations – should be exercised to support pupil development. 

You may read extracts and questions to children as they develop their fluency/reading ability.

• Learning should be planned for the individual set – not across sets. At St. Mary’s we teach to need - we do not provide blanket coverage.

Suggested timetable for Guided 

Reading.
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