
Knowledge Organiser: SPRING 1 Year 3 Music: Pitch 3

Vocabulary Meaning

Pentatonic Music which contains five different pitches

Scale A set of musical notes ordered by pitch

Folk music Music that is passed down the generations in an 
informal way

Voile A thin fabric, french for veil

Impressionist A style of music introduced in 19th century France, 
linked to impressionist art like the works of Van 
Gogh

Melody A series of notes played in order, or a tune

Notate To write music using a system like staves on 
manuscript paper

Glockenspiel A tuned percussion instrument with metal bars

Tempo The speed of the music

Mood How the music feels

Rest A pause or break in a piece of music

Motif A small musical idea or theme

Crescendo To gradually increase the dynamic

Fortissimo Very loud

Pianissimo Very quiet

Texture The layers of sound within a piece of music

Timbre The quality of the sound, or how we describe the 
sound

Key knowledge – How did impressionism influence music?

Like in art, impressionism was 
a period of change in music

Impressionist music conveys 
more subtle emotion. Composers 
‘painted’ sounds using rich 
harmonies and textures, 
experimenting with different 
scales, commonly the 
pentatonic.

Key knowledge – What is the pentatonic scale?

         
The pentatonic scale is a series 
of five pitches. 

It is used in many folk 
traditions across the world. It 
moves in step, skipping from 
‘Mi’ to ‘So’

Key knowledge – Pitch notation


