
Knowledge Organiser: SPRING 1 Year 4 Music: 1960s British Rock

Vocabulary Meaning

Rock A genre of guitar-based music, usually 4 beats in 
a bar and quite loud

Band A group of musicians who write songs and 
perform together

Call and 
response

A pair of musical phrases where the second is 
heard as an answer to the first

Backing vocals When singers provide harmony lines or other 
secondary parts behind the lead singer

Improvise Creating music on the spot

Scale A sequence of musical pitches used in a piece of 
music

Pentatonic 
scale

A scale with five different pitches

Classical 
music

‘Art’ music of the western world, using traditional 
instruments such as the cello and flute

Drone A sustained sound that continues whilst the rest of 
the music changes

Sitar A string instrument used in traditional eastern 
music that often plays a short, repeated musical 
phrase

Tanpura A string instrument used in traditional eastern 
music that often plays a sustained sound

Ensemble A group of musicians who perform together

Analyse To study composition and performance of music

Evaluate To talk about and describe music

Key knowledge – how did 60’s 
Rock develop from Blues?

Blues

Jazz

Swing

1940’s Rhythm and Blues

1960’s Rock

Key knowledge – Traditional Indian instruments

The sitar played by Ravi Shankar. 
The sitar usually plays short, 
repeated musical phrases, like in 
‘Lucy in the sky with diamonds’

The tanpura - ‘tan’ meaning melody, 
‘pura’ meaning complete -  is used to 
play a sustained sound or 
‘drone’bthroughout a piece of music.

Key knowledge – 
Focus musicians this topic

The Who, British 
band from London

Ravi Shankar, 
greatest sitar 
player to have 

lived

The Beatles, British 
band from 
Liverpool


