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How do 
we teach 
Writing?



Teaching Writing 
Key take-away’s for delivering successful lessons



Key take-away’s for delivering successful lessons
1. The Writing Hook

Experiential learning supports retention of ideas, 
knowledge and skills. What a child has a lived 
experience of – they can discuss with a peer and 
write about coherently.

• Too often we introduce ideas and concepts that 
are abstract and difficult for our children to 
understand. E.g. Writing in role as a Ice Age man.

• Utilise digital media: ClassVR, YouTube, Podcasts
• Think about local area trips and visits to enhance 

pupil writing: a walk to a local park to examine the 
changes in trees and plants could improve our 
pupils’ poetry writing. Make these trips often! 
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1. The Writing Hook

ClassVR contains a library of 1000s of 
resources. 

• Pupils can take a stroll down the path of 
the Highwayman – discovering in first-
person how scary it would have been.

• 3D landscape pictures can help to bring 
alive setting description. The technology 
will enhance WHAT they can see and 
deepen their language choices!

• Make cross-curricula links to support 
lower ability pupils!
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2. Handwriting IMPROVES composition

KS2 outcomes at both schools were hindered in 
writing because of handwriting. Too few pupils were 
able to demonstrate the stamina and skill required to 
write cursively.

• A cursive hand writer writes faster!
• Handwriting is a demonstrable skill of both ARE 

and GD. Those who cannot present neat and 
legibly are set to fail.

• All pupils require a daily practise of 10 minutes. 
This MUST be modelled, securely taught 
(guidance from LetterJoin) and should be 
incorporated into the SPAG ‘do now’ activity.
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LetterJoin has a log-in access for all classes. It 
encompasses IWB resources, alongside iPad tasks, 
printable homework and teaching support for staff.

• All pupils must have a weekly piece of 
handwriting homework. (LetterJoin printed)

• Your SPAG starter should be used as 
handwriting practise. This doesn’t mean it 
should be the only part of the day where 
handwriting is important!

• Pupils must be given dictation exercises to 
improve handwriting. ‘Write this into your 
books…’

• All teachers must use cursive / pre-cursive.

2. Handwriting IMPROVES composition
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3. Spelling must be taught methodically

Spelling rules, in the English language, are one of the 
most complex to teach (and to understand).

• Teaching children spelling patterns, before they 
have a solid understanding of the corresponding 
sound, is confusing and leads to cumulative 
dysfluency. 

• Each week you will introduce a new spelling 
sound to the children. In LKS1 this will include the 
common exception words. These are (mostly) 
mapped to their learning of the phonics!

• The planning includes suggested words to 
practise which should be used for homework.
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The strategy builds sequentially over the 
academic year. Teachers must deliver the 
spellings in order to ensure coverage.

• The strategy includes subject knowledge 
support for those new to teaching spelling.

• At the back of the strategy an appendices 
provides teachers with ideas to enhance 
lesson delivery. 

• It is an explicit expectation that children 
record learning – however brief – inside a 
spelling book.

3. Spelling must be taught methodically
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4. Vocabulary drives better writing outcomes

Sometimes we assume that pupils have the 
vocabulary to write successfully. Even higher ability 
pupils need help framing words to suit the context 
and support writing.

• Ensure lessons contain opportunities to magpie 
words – hearing peers share better vocabulary 
choices improves ALL pupils’ writing.

• Use images/video to elicit pupils’ words/ideas.

• Display words and their definitions on your display 
board to reinforce pupils’ knowledge and 
acquisition of language.
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4. Vocabulary drives better writing outcomes

Model sentences are 
critical for modelling our 
expectations and the 
vocabulary, skills and 
subject knowledge our 
pupils need to acquire.

Every classroom needs to have a model sentence on their writing/English display. It 
should be contextually relevant to the genre taught.
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5. Consistency is key! Sweat-the-small-stuff

Classroom aide-memoires support you in 
reinforcing the expectation set for the children. 
The ‘I take PRIDE in my learning’ is a visual that 
enables you to regularly ‘milestone check’ on your 
pupils’ progress.

‘Everybody track me *5,4,3,2,1*. Thank you. Could 
you all have your green pen ready now for editing. 
A reminder – Gemma, what does it mean to edit?’

*Stop the class after 5 minutes of sustained 
writing* ‘Everybody – look here – is my handwriting 
cursive and legible?’
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6. Modelling – I do, We do, You do

I do:
- Instruction coaching – this is HOW you 

do it.
- Here’s my model
- Here’s a deconstructed model 

demonstrating how it meets the success 
criteria 

We do:
- In pairs, table groups or whole-class -

lets have a look at this together.
- The ingredients required are in the SC –

have we met the SC?
- Magpie the ideas as a class – record 

them on your flipchart paper.
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6. Modelling – I do, You do, We do

You do:
- Practise and application task. An 

independent piece of writing where 
the child is able to demonstrate 
understanding of the skill taught.

- A clear reminder of the 
‘ingredients’ needed through the 
repetition of the SC underneath the 
task.

- The YOU DO should be open-
ended. We don’t need to give 
pupils expectations of numbers of 
sentences required etc.
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7. Independent Writes – every Friday

Every Friday your set/class will complete 
an independent write – an unaided piece 
of writing that demonstrates their 
application of the skills that they have 
learned throughout the week.

• All Independent Writes must be 
marked on the Friday. This ensures 
feed-forward planning amendments 
for Monday’s writing lessons.

• The Independent Write needs to be 
deep marked with specific feedback 
for improvement. 
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7. Independent Writes – every Friday

Key things to remember:

• The Independent Write is not a 
published piece.

• The context of the writing needs to 
differ to enable you to understand 
what the child has retained and 
understood. They are not ‘carrying on 
with the same piece of writing’.

• The writing is assessed using the 
independent writing indicators. These 
should be inside the child’s exercise 
book.


