Support strategies for KS2 EAL beginners
	Speaking and Listening

· Seat the child near the front of the class so that she/he can see and hear the teacher clearly, and also pick up visual cues from the other children. 

· Avoid asking too many questions at this stage as the child needs time to watch, listen and absorb classroom activity. 

· Give the child extra thinking time to process language, particularly when asking him/ her questions.

· Classroom language should be clear, and reinforced with good eye contact and visual cues. Staff should be consistent in the way in which they express frequently used instructions.

· After giving instructions to the class, repeat them in a 1:1 situation and check for understanding.

· Provide opportunities for the child to play games with a ‘buddy’ who can provide a good model of English. As it is exhausting for any child to listen to a new language for long stretches of time, have available different small world activities each week such as Lego and Playmobil e.g. Farmyard, Zoo, Garage etc. Select another child who would benefit from working with the pupil to be his/her ‘Language Buddy.’ Allow them to play with these activities at appropriate times, e.g. when it is felt the pupil needs some time out.
· Model language and explicitly teach key vocabulary and sentence structures.

· Provide visual word mats or word cards to help her/him learn subject specific vocabulary and key words for topics. Sparklebox (www.sparklebox.co.uk) has some good examples, as does the British Council’s EAL Nexus website: https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/
·  A teaching assistant can ‘pre-teach’ key vocabulary needed for future lessons.  This will make it easier for the child to access the curriculum.

· Use an EAL Beginner English programme, such as Racing to English, to help the pupil develop her/his knowledge and use of English vocabulary and grammar.

· If possible, provide a role play area, e.g. a shop, in which the pupil can be offered some ‘guided talk’ with a TA.

· The child needs to hear, use and repeat key language in a variety of situations. Plan group activities/games which promote repetition of key words, phrases and sentences.

· Provide opportunities to work in small groups to play language games such as wall games.
(See the Wokingham Schools Hub for wall games instructions and materials: http://wsh.wokingham.gov.uk/learning-and-teaching/mea/eal/eal-guidance/teaching-materials/materials-for-beginners/ )
Simple barrier games will be very helpful when the child is ready to start using some short phrases.

· ICT activities with audio and visuals, such as games, songs and stories are very useful.



	Reading

· The child should be encouraged to continue reading more advanced texts in his/ her first language while reading much simpler texts in English.

· Regular paired reading of simple stories is recommended. This enables the child to hear the correct stresses and pronunciation of the language. Seeing the words and hearing them in context is extremely important in second language acquisition.

· The child should be taught the English alphabet and associated letter names and sounds.

· Using online EBooks and audio books offers a motivating way to establish an understanding of stories and key vocabulary and to develop reading skills.  Examples include Oxford Reading Tree Talking Stories and Oxford Owl ebooks (www.oxfordowl.co.uk). Stories with repetitive language and good illustrations will be particularly helpful.
Dual language audio stories in English and several other languages are available on this website: www.worldstories.org.uk
· Photocopy selected text and /or pictures from books for the child to sequence. (If the school has any of the Oxford Reading Tree Teacher’s Handbooks, these include many sequencing activities taken from the stories.)
· Pre-teach and re-read the class text with the child to familiarise him/her with key vocabulary and phrases.
· Underline key words in texts. These can be translated and discussed with parents. 

	Writing
· Provide differentiated tasks in the form of sequencing, matching and labelling activities. For example, the child could match and sequence pictures and text related to class topic work. She/ He could label diagrams with words/ phrases provided, or could write labels in the first language.

· Provide labelled diagrams and ask the child to complete sentences relating to the diagram by inserting the correct key word.

· The child could initially be given some copying activities.  For example, she/he could copy a few sentences following an oral or practical activity.

· The child could complete some writing tasks in their first language.

· The child will need structured written tasks, with the emphasis on short, simple, correct sentences and short, but finished pieces of work.

· Provide structured writing tasks to enable the child to practise and develop grammar in English, to develop vocabulary, and to practise correct sentence structures.

· Writing frames and graphic organisers are useful.  The child could record a limited amount of information in a graphic organiser such as a table, flow chart or timeline.
· The child will benefit from rehearsing her/his sentences orally before writing. 

· Provide the child with sentence starters to help her/him write simple sentences.  Learning Materials Ltd. produces a set of books called Writing Sentences which provide easy sentence starters to help pupils write basic repetitive sentences.  The pupil should always practise saying the sentences out loud before being asked to write them.

http://learningmaterials.co.uk/home/learning-materials-for-special-educational-needs.html
· Cloze activities where the child has to choose a word to fill a gap may be useful.

· The child could be asked to identify True/false sentences related to a text or topic. This will consolidate understanding of the text/ topic as well as provide model sentence structures.

· Provide key words for the child to use in his/ her writing.


	General

· Where possible, display key vocabulary around the classroom. 

· It is important that the child is able to work, at least some of the time, with articulate children, who can provide good models of English.

· Celebrate/ reflect the child’s language and cultural heritage, for example in role play areas.

· Use objects, pictures, picture dictionaries, diagrams and actions as visual aids to support the child’s understanding. 

· Provide a demonstration and/ or example of tasks set so that the child can see how to do the activity.

· Present tasks /explanations / instructions in small manageable steps to build confidence.

· Draw attention to key vocabulary and language structures.

· Provide the child with dual language story books so that he/she can read the story in both languages. This will help him/ her to understand the story and to make links between the two languages.  Dual language story books can be purchased from Mantra Lingua or borrowed from the Education Library Service. If the child is not literate in their first language, parents can read these stories to the child in the first language, or the child can listen to the stories in their first language using audio files available for use with Mantra Lingua’s PENpal. (an MP3 player).

· Provide the child with a bilingual dictionary so that she/he can look up the translation of new words and find the English translation of words he/she wants to use. (Bay language books are good stockists of dictionaries for schools for children in KS2 and above). The child could also use Google translate.

· Before a lesson or the start of a new topic, provide the pupil with key word lists, or worksheets with key words highlighted. The child can translate these words, note meanings in his/her word book, and discuss them with parents. Key words that will be used in an explanation/ instruction can also be provided prior to the activity.

· Print for the child the photo dictionary pages from ‘Racing to English’.  These can be referred to in class as appropriate. (All the picture dictionary pages can be downloaded as one document from this link: http://www.racingtoenglish.moonfruit.com/#/other-free-downloads/4545216728)

· The child could make picture glossaries of early language topics using the picture dictionary pages in ‘Racing to English’, e.g. Parts of the Body. These can be sent home to be discussed with parents. (After reading a picture dictionary for a topic with a peer or adult, the child could try to match the word cards with the picture cards, referring to the picture dictionary when necessary, and then stick the pictures and cards into an exercise book. The child could also write the translation of the words in their first language.)

· The child could be given a blank exercise book and use different pages for different subjects or topics to create her/his own glossary as he/she encounters new words. The child could draw pictures to indicate the meaning of words or write definitions in English or the first language.

· The child could complete activities/ play games on websites designed to support English language learning, for example British Council Learn English http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en 


	Parents
· Send home books/ lists of key words related to class topics so parents can discuss key ideas in the first language to reinforce and develop understanding.

· Keep a home-school communications book.

· Allow the child to watch a good children's television programme each day, with subtitles.

· Ensure that the home language continues to be used at home, as a strong first language is essential to the development of a strong second language.




